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To all whom it may concerr.:

Be it known that I, CYRUS LiBBY, of Chi-
cago, in the county of Cook and State of Illi-
nois, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Elastic Clasps for Shoes;
and I do hereby declare that the following is
a full, clear, and exact description thereof, ref-
erence being had to the acompanying draw-
ings, and to the letters of reference marked
thereon, which form a part of this specification.

My invention relates to a clasp designed es-
pecially to be applied to the lapels of the shoe
described in Letters Patent numbered 189,476,
and dated April 10, 1877, but applicable
equally to other styles of shoes, and to other
articles wherein the elastic portion, as hereto-
fore constructed, is exposed to wear.

My said improved shoe has, as one feature
of its construction, rearward-folding lapels,
forming part of the top, which lapels more or
less nearly meet at the back of the ankle, and
which are held together and down in placeat
their margins by an elastic strap fastened to
one lapel and provided with a metal loop or
eye at its free‘'end, which catches upon a hook
fastened to the other lapel.

It also consists in providing the metal eye
portion of theé fastening with an upturned lip,
by which it may be more easily manipulated,
and which adapts the clasp to be applied to
the lapel between its two thicknesses, and in
thisposition preventsthelo)pfrom being drawn
in out of easy reach.

These and other features of my device will

be further set forth by reference to the draw-

ings, in which—

Figure 1 shows the blank from which the
eye is formed, said blank having wings, by
whieh, when properly bent, it is clamped npon
the leather section, and also an extension,
* which, in the completed clasp, forms the up-
turned lip already mentioned. Fig. 2 is an
under-side view of the clasp complete. Fig.3
is a view of the outer side. Fig. 4 is a side
elevation, and Fig. 5 a perspective view, of the
same. In Fig. 61is shown a rear view of an
upper having lapels and my clasp applied
thereto, and in Fig. 7 is shown a side view of
the same style of upper with clasp in place.

A is a blank struck from sheet metal, and
having the hole 8 to form the eye proper, the
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wings b b to be bent inwardly upon the strap
portion, and thus unite the eye to thelstrap,
and a projection, «, which forms the npturned
lip in the finished clasp. -

L is a leather section of the strap, in which
a piece of proper shape is folded double, with
its edges meeting centrally on theunder side,
as shown in Fig. 2. One end of the folded
leather is firmly clamped by the wings b b
against the body C of the metal eye, as also
clearly seen in Fig. 2. The other end of the
leather part embraces one end of the elastic
fabric forming the section E of thestrap, and
is stitched thereto, as shown by dotted linesin
- Figs. 2, 3, and 5. 4

P is the lip, made by throwing up:'the pro-
jection @ of Fig. 1 so as to be nearly vertical
with the body of theloop C. The loop portion
of the blank is struck up in the bent form
clearly seen in Figs. 4 and 5, the opening S
extending back to the plain portion or body
of C.

In applying the clasp so constructed to the
shoe, the elastic portion E is inserted through
a suitable slit, s, near the margin of one lapel,
and its inner end is secured by stitching, as
shown at m, Fig. 6. The hook = is secured to
the opposite lapel near the margin thereof.
The strap formed of the parts I and L is
nearly or wholly inserted within the lapel up
to the lip P, which may serve as a stop to pre-
vent the withdrawal of the metal portion, also
within the slit, and, by projecting more than
the thickness of the leather, enables one to
easily cateh the metal part by thumb or finger
nail for the purpose of snapping the loop over
the hook. In most cases, when the shoe ison
the foot, some portion of the leather portion L
will be drawn out of the recess; but it is in-
tended that this part shall be so long that
none of the elastic part T will be exposed.
Whatever wear oceurs, therefore, falls on the
leather L, except as this also is somewhat re-
lieved by the prominence of the lip P.

Thus made and applied, the clasp is found
to e as durable as other portions of the shoe,
and the expense and inconvenience of provid-
ing new clasps are obviated, greatly to the ad-
vantage of the special style of shoe to which I
particularly apply the same, and which is
otherwise approved.




-

Having thus described my invention, I
claim—

1. In an elastic clasp for a shoe, the metal
loop-piece C, provided with the upturned lip
P, substantially as and for the purpose set
forth.

2. In a shoe having rearward-folding lapels,
the clasp deseribed, having the metal loop-
piece C, the leather part L, and the elastic
part E applied to the lapel by having the elas-
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tic part set in between the two thicknesses of
the lapel and secured, substantially as and for
the purpose set forth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my invention I affix my signature in presence

of two witnesses.
CYRUS LIBBY.
Witnesses:
M. E. DAYTON,
JESSE Cox, Jr.




